














NUMBER XXXII. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued every THURSDAY. 





THurspvay, Auguf the oth, 1753. 





To Mr Fitrz-ADAM. 
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fe the feveral fpecifics for their cure, 

. 276 you fhould be fo very forgetful as 

; never to.mention a malady, which at 

prefent is not only epidemical, but of the fouleft and 
moft inveterate kind. This malady is called by the 
learned the CACOETHES CARPENDI, and by the vulgar 


CRITICISM. It is not more true that every man is born 


in sin, than that he is bornin criticism. For many 


years indeed the diftemper was uncommon, and not dan- 
gerous in its confequences; feldom attacking any but 
philofophers and men of learning, who from a feden- 


tary 
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tary life and intenfe application to books, were more 
open to its influence than other men. In time, by the 
infection of dedications, it began to {pread itfelf among 
the GREAT, and from them, like the gout or amore 
noble diftemper, it defcended to their inferiors, till 
at laft it has infected all ranks and orders of men. 

Bur as it is obfervable that an inhabitant of the fens 
in Lincolnfhire is moft liable to an ague, a Yorkfhire 
man to horfe ftealing, and a Suffex man to {muggling ; 
fo is it alfo obfervable that the perfons moft liable to th- 
contagion of CRITICISM, are young mafters of arts, f..- 
dents in the temple, attorneys clerks, haberduihers 
prentices, and fine gentlemen. 

As I had long ago looked upon this diftemper to be 
more particularly Englifh than any other, I determined, 
for the good of my country, whatever pains it might cof 
me, to trace it to its firft principles ; but it was not till 
very lately that my labours were attended with any cer- 
‘tain fuccefs. I had difcovered in general that the patient 
had an acidity of blood, which if not corre¢ted in time, 
broke out into a kind of evit, which though no king’s- 
evil, might poflibly I thought be cured by touching : but 
it occurred to me that the touch of an oak-faplin might 
be much more efficacious than that of the ingenious Mr. 
CaRTeE’s soMEBOoDY. A linnen-draper’s prentice in the 
neighbourhood happening at that time to be labouring 
under a fevere fit, I hinted this my opinion to his matter, 
who immediately applied the touch; but I will not 
wrong my confcience by boafting of its effect, having 
learnt that the lad was feen foon after at a certain coffee- 


houfe in the Strand, all over CRITICISM. 


Untirep by difappointment, I continued my fear- 


ches with redoubled diligence ; and it is this day that I 
can 
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can felicitate myfelf, as well as thoufands of my cour- 
trymen, that they have not been in vain. 

Tue caufe then of this loathfome diftemper is moft 
certainly winp, This being pent in the bowels for 
fome time, and the rules of good-breeding not permit- 
ting it, in public places, to take its natural courfe; it 
immediately flies up into the head, and after being whir- 
Jed about for a while in that empty region, at length 
difcharges itfelf with great violence upon the organ of 
fpeech. This occafions an involuntary motion in that 
member, which continues with great rapidity for a 
longer or a fhorter time, according to the power or force 
of the original blaft which fet itin motion. This volu- 
bility, or rather vibration of tongue, is accompanied with 
certain unintelligible founds, which like the barkings of 
perfons bit by a mad dog, are the moft fatal proofs of 
the malignity of the diftemper. 

Tue late doctor Monro, who was long ago confulted 
upon the cafe, gave it as his opinion, that it was a fpecies 
of madnefs, known among the Greeks by the name of 
xexeiuuie and among the Romans by MALEVOLENTIA. 
It is faid of that great and humane man, that from his 
concern for thefe poor creatures, he intended if he had 
lived a little longer, to have propofed a new building for 
their reception, contiguous to that in Moorfields: and 
as they are quite harmlefs things, would charitably have 
taken them under his own immediate care. The lofs 
of that eminent phyfician, were it from no other confi- 
deration, cannot but be lamented as a public misfortune ; 


his fcheme being intended to prevent the contagion of, 


CRITICISM from fpreading fo univerfally among his 
Majefty’s fubjeéts. For there is one melancholy cir- 
cumftance attending this difeafe, namely, that it is of 

quicker 
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quicker and more certain infection than the plague: 
-being communicated, like yawning, to a large circle of 
company in an inftant of time: and (what is fufficient 
confirmation of the caufe) the congregated vapour which 
is emitted at fuch times, is more difagreeable and offen- 
five than if had taken its proper and natural courte. 

Bur the dottor’s principal reafon for conjecturing this 
diftemper to be madnefs, was its being almoft continu- 
ally acted upon by external objets. A man in the 
hydrophobia will be in agonies at the fight of water or 
any liquid; and it is very well known that perfons af- 
flied with a criticism will be thrown into equal a- 
gonies at the fight of a new book, pamphlet, or poem. 
But the greateft and moft convulfive of all agonies 
are found to proceed from the reprefentation of a 
new play. I have myfelf obferved upon this occafion a 
mob of poor wretches fending forth fuch difmal groans, 
and fuch piercing fhrieks, as have quite moved me: 
after this they have ftarted up on a fudden, and with all 
the fury of madmen, have torn up the benches from 
under them, and put an entire ftop to an entertainment, 
which to pay for a fight of, they have many of them 
borrowed the money from their matters tills. 

Tuar this has the appearance of madnefs I cannot 
deny; yet I have feen a turky-cock behave with equal 
fury at the appearance of a woman in a red petticoat ; 
and I have always imputed it to the fillinefs of the bird, 
rather than to any diforder in his brain. 

But whether this be madnefs or not, the original 
caufe is moft infallibly winp ; and to have difcovered 
the caufe of any diftemper, is to have taken the leading 
ftep towards effecting its cure; which is indeed the fole 
end and defign of this letter. 

Winp then being the undoubted caufe of that uni- 
verfal difeafe, vulgarly known by the name of criTI- 


CISM; 
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cism, the patient muft enter into an immediate and re- 
gular courfe of carmrnaTives. The herbs angelica, 
fennel, and camomile wiil be extremely proper for his 
tea; and the feeds of dill, cummin, annife, carroway, 
coriander or cardamum, fhould never be out of his 
mouth. Thefe, by the confent of all phyficians, are 
the great difpellers of winp. But that is not all, From 
whence have they their name of CARMINATIVES? Not 
from this quality ; here are no traces of fuch an etymo- 
logy; but they are happily poffefied of another and 
more excellent virtue ; and that in fo eminent a degree 
as to take their name from it. This is the power of 
expelling all the pernicious effects of poetry, verfes, 
fones, CARMINA; all that farrago of trumpery, which 
is fo ftrangely jumbled together in the inteftines of that 
miferable invalid who labours under the weaknefs and 
diforder of criticism. Tor it is a great miftake in 
the learned, that thefe medicines took their name of 
CARMINATIVveES from the ancient jugglers in phyfic ac- 
companying their operation with verfes and fcraps of 
poetry, by way of incantation or charm: they certainly 
obtained this appellation from their wonderful power of 
expelling that particular {pecies of ‘winp which is en- 
gendered in the criric’s bowels ‘by reading of plays; 
poetry and other works of wit, too hard for his digef- 
tion. 

TuaT all perfons labouring under an habitual and 
obftinate CRITICISM may be induced to enter into this 
courfe of CcARMINATIVES, I can affure them with great 
certainty, that the operation of thefe medicines, not- 
withftanding the prodigious difcharge of crudities which 
they occafion, is not attended with the leaft ficknefs to 
the patient himfelf; he has indeed the appearance of 


a 
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a violent fit of the cholic; but in reality he has only the 
trouble of eructation; all the ficknefs and naufea ufual 
in other cafes of the like nature, being marveloufly, ia 
this, transferred to the by-ftanders. 

But as all medicines have not equal effects on all 
conftitutions ; fo this, though fufficient in many cafes, 
may poflibly be defective in a few: I have therefore in 
referve a fecret, which I may venture to pronounce will 
prove of great utility. It is this. Let every man who 
is afflicted with this fcrophulous difeafe immediately turn 
AuTuoR. And if it fhould fo happen (as it is not ab- 
folutely impoflible) that his compofitions fhould not be 
adapted to every body's tafte, it will infallibly work fo 
upon his ftomach, as entirely to purge off thofe indi- 
gefted particles, to which all this foul wind was origi- 
nally owing. For it is true to a proverb, that if you 
hang a dog upon a crab-tree, he will never love ver- 


juice. I am, 
SIR, 


Your moft humble fervant, 
B. D. 


I am forry in one particular, to differ in opinion with 
my ingenious correfpondent. But I cannot allow that 
a CRITIc’s turning author will cure him of his male- 
volence; having always found that the moft difficult 
people in the world to be pleafed, are thofe who know 
experimentally that they want talents to p/ea/e. 
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